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Nestled in the heart of Cheshire, England, the Crewe Rolls-Royce factory
stands as a testament to British engineering excellence and automotive
innovation. For over a century, this hallowed ground has witnessed the
creation of some of the world's most iconic luxury automobiles. In this
article, we embark on a captivating journey through time, delving into the
factory's rich history through the lens of rare and captivating old
photographs.

The Early Years (1906-1914)
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The story of the Crewe Rolls-Royce factory begins in 1906, when the
company purchased a site on Pyms Lane in Crewe. At the time, Rolls-
Royce was a relatively young company, having been founded just three
years earlier by Charles Rolls and Henry Royce. The Crewe factory was
chosen for its excellent rail and road connections, as well as its proximity to
skilled engineering labor.

In the early years, the Crewe factory focused primarily on the production of
chassis for Rolls-Royce cars. However, as the company grew and
expanded, the factory gradually took on a wider range of manufacturing
activities. By the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the Crewe factory was
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producing a full range of Rolls-Royce cars, from the small and nimble 10 hp
model to the powerful and luxurious 40/50 hp Silver Ghost.

World War I and Beyond (1914-1945)

Rolls-Royce workers assembling aero engines in Crewe during World War I

During World War I, the Crewe factory played a vital role in the war effort.
The company produced a wide range of aero engines for the Royal Flying
Corps, including the Merlin engine, which powered the legendary Spitfire
fighter plane. In addition, the Crewe factory also produced armored cars
and other military vehicles.
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After the war, Rolls-Royce continued to expand and grow. In the 1920s, the
company introduced the Phantom I, which quickly became one of the most
prestigious and sought-after cars in the world. The Crewe factory also
played a key role in the development of the Rolls-Royce R engine, which
powered the Schneider Trophy-winning Supermarine S.6B seaplane.

During World War II, the Crewe factory once again played a vital role in the
war effort. The company produced a wide range of aero engines for the
Royal Air Force, including the Merlin and Griffon engines. In addition, the
Crewe factory also produced aircraft components and other war materiel.

The Post-War Years (1945-1970)
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After the war, Rolls-Royce continued to produce luxury cars and aero
engines. In the 1950s, the company introduced the Silver Cloud, which
became one of the most popular Rolls-Royce models of all time. The
Crewe factory also played a key role in the development of the Rolls-Royce
RB211 jet engine, which powered the Lockheed L-1011 TriStar airliner.

In the 1960s, Rolls-Royce acquired the Bentley Motor Company. The
Crewe factory became the production center for both Rolls-Royce and
Bentley cars. In 1971, Rolls-Royce went into receivership, but the Crewe
factory was saved by the British government.

The Modern Era (1971-Present)
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The modern Rolls-Royce factory in Crewe

Since 1971, the Crewe factory has continued to produce a range of Rolls-
Royce and Bentley cars. In the 1990s, the factory underwent a major
modernization program. Today, the Crewe factory is one of the most
advanced and technologically sophisticated car manufacturing facilities in
the world.

The Crewe Rolls-Royce factory has played a vital role in the history of the
company and the British automotive industry as a whole. The factory has
produced some of the world's most iconic luxury cars and aero engines.
Today, the Crewe Rolls-Royce factory is a thriving and modern
manufacturing facility, showcasing the best of British engineering and
craftsmanship.

Our journey through time has unveiled the rich and fascinating history of
the Crewe Rolls-Royce factory through the lens of old photographs. From
its humble beginnings in 1906 to its role in two world wars and beyond, the
factory has witnessed countless milestones and achievements. Today, the
Crewe Rolls-Royce factory stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of
British engineering excellence.
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