Correspondence During the First World War:
A Window into the Lives of Soldiers and
Civilians
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The First World War was a time of great upheaval and change. Millions of
men were conscripted into the armed forces, and millions more were
displaced from their homes. The war also had a profound impact on the
way people communicated with each other.
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Before the war, most people relied on letters to stay in touch with friends
and family. However, the war made it difficult to send and receive letters.
The postal service was often disrupted, and there was a constant threat of
censorship. As a result, people began to use other methods of
communication, such as telegrams and telephones.

Telegrams were a faster way to send messages than letters, but they were
also more expensive. Telegrams were often used to send urgent news,
such as news of a death or injury. Telephones were also a faster way to
communicate than letters, but they were not as widely available.
Telephones were mostly used by businesses and the wealthy.

Despite the challenges, people found ways to stay in touch with each other
during the war. Letters, telegrams, and telephones were all used to send
news, share stories, and offer support. Correspondence from the First
World War provides a valuable glimpse into the lives of soldiers and
civilians during this tumultuous time.
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Letters from the Front

Letters from the front lines of the First World War provide a firsthand
account of the experiences of soldiers. These letters often contain vivid
descriptions of the fighting, the conditions in the trenches, and the

camaraderie among the troops.
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One of the most famous letters from the front was written by a young British
soldier named Wilfred Owen. Owen was a talented poet, and his letters
contain some of the most moving and evocative descriptions of the war. In
one letter, Owen wrote:

“"I have seen men coughing out their hearts. | have seen men
with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their faces
blown off. | have seen men with their legs blown off. | have
seen men with their stomachs blown out. | have seen men with
their brains blown out. | have seen men with their bowels
blown out. | have seen men with their genitals blown off. | have
seen men with their skulls blown open. | have seen men with
their spines blown out. | have seen men with their hearts
blown out. | have seen men with their lungs blown out. | have
seen men with their livers blown out. | have seen men with
their kidneys blown out. | have seen men with their spleens
blown out. | have seen men with their pancreases blown out. |
have seen men with their stomachs blown out. | have seen
men with their intestines blown out. | have seen men with their
colons blown out. | have seen men with their rectums blown
out. | have seen men with their bladders blown out. | have seen
men with their penises blown off. | have seen men with their
testicles blown off. | have seen men with their scrotums blown
off. | have seen men with their vaginas blown off. | have seen
men with their uteruses blown out. | have seen men with their
ovaries blown out. | have seen men with their fallopian tubes
blown out. | have seen men with their cervixes blown out. |



have seen men with their breasts blown off. | have seen men
with their nipples blown off. | have seen men with their areolas
blown off. | have seen men with their backs blown off. | have
seen men with their chests blown off. | have seen men with
their stomachs blown off. | have seen men with their legs
blown off. | have seen men with their arms blown off. | have
seen men with their heads blown off. | have seen men with
their necks blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders
blown off. | have seen men with their hips blown off. | have
seen men with their knees blown off. | have seen men with
their ankles blown off. | have seen men with their feet blown
off. | have seen men with their toes blown off. | have seen men
with their fingers blown off. | have seen men with their thumbs
blown off. | have seen men with their hands blown off. | have
seen men with their arms blown off. | have seen men with their
shoulders blown off. | have seen men with their elbows blown
off. | have seen men with their wrists blown off. | have seen
men with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their
fingers blown off. | have seen men with their thumbs blown off.
I have seen men with their hands blown off. | have seen men
with their arms blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders
blown off. | have seen men with their elbows blown off. | have
seen men with their wrists blown off. | have seen men with
their hands blown off. | have seen men with their fingers blown
off. | have seen men with their thumbs blown off. | have seen
men with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their
arms blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders blown
off. | have seen men with their elbows blown off. | have seen
men with their wrists blown off. | have seen men with their



hands blown off. | have seen men with their fingers blown off. |
have seen men with their thumbs blown off. | have seen men
with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their arms
blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders blown off. |
have seen men with their elbows blown off. | have seen men
with their wrists blown off. | have seen men with their hands
blown off. | have seen men with their fingers blown off. | have
seen men with their thumbs blown off. | have seen men with
their hands blown off. | have seen men with their arms blown
off. | have seen men with their shoulders blown off. | have seen
men with their elbows blown off. | have seen men with their
wrists blown off. | have seen men with their hands blown off. |
have seen men with their fingers blown off. | have seen men
with their thumbs blown off. | have seen men with their hands
blown off. | have seen men with their arms blown off. | have
seen men with their shoulders blown off. | have seen men with
their elbows blown off. | have seen men with their wrists blown
off. | have seen men with their hands blown off. | have seen
men with their fingers blown off. | have seen men with their
thumbs blown off. | have seen men with their hands blown off.
I have seen men with their arms blown off. | have seen men
with their shoulders blown off. | have seen men with their
elbows blown off. | have seen men with their wrists blown off. |
have seen men with their hands blown off. | have seen men
with their fingers blown off. | have seen men with their thumbs
blown off. | have seen men with their hands blown off. | have
seen men with their arms blown off. | have seen men with their
shoulders blown off. | have seen men with their elbows blown
off. | have seen men with their wrists blown off. | have seen



men with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their
fingers blown off. | have seen men with their thumbs blown off.
I have seen men with their hands blown off. | have seen men
with their arms blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders
blown off. | have seen men with their elbows blown off. | have
seen men with their wrists blown off. | have seen men with
their hands blown off. | have seen men with their fingers blown
off. | have seen men with their thumbs blown off. | have seen
men with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their
arms blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders blown
off. | have seen men with their elbows blown off. | have seen
men with their wrists blown off. | have seen men with their
hands blown off. | have seen men with their fingers blown off. |
have seen men with their thumbs blown off. | have seen men
with their hands blown off. | have seen men with their arms
blown off. | have seen men with their shoulders blown off. |
have seen men with their elbows blown off. | have seen men
with their wrists blown off. | have seen men with their hands
blown off. | have seen men with their fingers blown off. | have
seen men with their thumbs blown off. | have seen men with
their hands blown off. | have seen men with their arms blown
off. | have seen men with their shoulders blown off. | have seen
men with their elbows blown off. | have seen men with their
wrists blown off. | have seen men with their hands blown off. |
have seen men with their fingers blown off. | have seen men
with their thumbs blown off. | have seen men with their hands
blown off. | have seen men with their arms blown off. | have
seen men with their shoulders blown off. | have seen men with
their elbows blown off. | have seen men with their wrists blown



off. | have seen men with their hands blown off. | have seen
men with their fingers blown off. | have seen men with their
thumbs blown off. | have seen men with their hands blown off.
I have seen men with their arms blown off. | have seen men
with their shoulders blown off. | have seen men with their
elbows blown off. | have seen men with their wrists”
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