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Dominus is a historical novel by David Drake that tells the story of Gaius
Julius Caesar's rise to power in the Roman Republic. The novel follows
Caesar from his early days as a young man in Rome to his eventual
conquest of Gaul and his subsequent civil war against Pompey the Great.

Dominus is a well-written and engaging novel that provides a fascinating
glimpse into the life and times of one of the most famous figures in history.
Drake's prose is clear and concise, and he does an excellent job of
bringing the characters and events of the period to life.

One of the things that makes Dominus so enjoyable is its cast of
characters. Caesar is a complex and fascinating figure, and Drake does a
great job of capturing his ambition, his brilliance, and his ruthlessness. The
other characters in the novel are equally well-drawn, and they all play
important roles in the story.
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Another strength of Dominus is its historical accuracy. Drake has done his
research, and he provides a wealth of detail about the Roman Republic and
its political and military institutions. This makes the novel even more
immersive and enjoyable for readers who are interested in history.

Of course, no novel is perfect, and Dominus has its share of flaws. Some
readers may find the novel too slow-paced at times, and others may be put
off by the amount of violence and gore. However, these flaws are minor,
and they do not detract from the overall enjoyment of the novel.

Overall, Dominus is a highly recommended novel for anyone who is
interested in Roman history or historical fiction. It is a well-written and
engaging novel that provides a fascinating glimpse into the life and times of
Julius Caesar.

Plot

Dominus begins with Caesar's early life in Rome. He is a young man of
ambition and talent, and he quickly rises through the ranks of the Roman
political system. Caesar is elected to the Senate, and he soon becomes
one of the most powerful men in Rome. However, Caesar's ambition also
makes him enemies, and he is eventually forced to flee Rome.

Caesar goes to Gaul, where he conquers a vast territory for the Roman
Republic. He becomes a legendary general, and his victories make him
one of the most popular men in Rome. However, Caesar's popularity also
makes him a threat to the other powerful men in Rome, and he is
eventually forced to return to Rome to fight a civil war against Pompey the
Great.



Caesar's civil war is a bloody and brutal affair. Caesar and Pompey fight
each other for control of Rome, and the war eventually spreads throughout
the Roman Republic. Caesar is victorious in the war, and he becomes the
dictator of Rome. However, Caesar's rule is short-lived, and he is
assassinated in 44 BC.

Characters

Dominus features a large cast of characters, but the main focus of the
novel is on Gaius Julius Caesar. Caesar is a complex and fascinating
figure, and Drake does a great job of capturing his ambition, his brilliance,
and his ruthlessness. Other important characters in the novel include:

Pompey the Great: Caesar's greatest rival and the leader of the
Optimates, a conservative faction in the Roman Senate.

Crassus: A wealthy and powerful Roman general who is allied with
Caesar.

Marcus Brutus: A Roman senator who is a close friend of Caesar but
who eventually betrays him.

Gaius Cassius Longinus: A Roman senator who is another close friend
of Caesar but who also betrays him.

Cleopatra: The Queen of Egypt and Caesar's lover.

Themes

Dominus explores a number of complex themes, including ambition, power,
and betrayal. Caesar is a man who is driven by his ambition, and he is
willing to do whatever it takes to achieve his goals. However, Caesar's



ambition also leads to his downfall, and he is ultimately betrayed by those
he trusted.

Another important theme in Dominus is the nature of power. Caesar is a
powerful man, but he is also aware of the dangers of power. He knows that
power can corrupt, and he is constantly on guard against the temptation to
abuse it. However, Caesar is also aware of the importance of power, and
he uses it to achieve his goals.

Finally, Dominus is a novel about betrayal. Caesar is betrayed by many of
the people he trusts, including his friends and his family. This betrayal leads
to Caesar's downfall, and it is a reminder of the dangers of trusting others.

Dominus is a highly recommended novel for anyone who is interested in
Roman history or historical fiction. It is a well-written and engaging novel
that provides a fascinating glimpse into the life and times of Julius Caesar.
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