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Book cover
Summary

Franz Kafka's "A Hunger Artist" is a short story about a man who starves
himself for art. He believes that his hunger is a work of art, and he wants to
share it with the world. However, the world is not interested in his art, and
he eventually dies of starvation.

Characters

The Hunger Artist

The Hunger Artist is the protagonist of the story. He is a man who starves
himself for art. He believes that his hunger is a work of art, and he wants to
share it with the world. However, the world is not interested in his art, and
he eventually dies of starvation.

The Impresario

The Impresario is the man who manages the Hunger Artist. He tries to
make money off of the Hunger Artist's starvation, but he is unsuccessful.
He eventually abandons the Hunger Artist to die.

The Crowd
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The Crowd is the people who watch the Hunger Artist starve. They are
initially interested in his art, but they eventually lose interest and move on.
The Crowd represents the world's indifference to the Hunger Artist's art.

Themes

The Meaning of Art

The story explores the meaning of art. The Hunger Artist believes that his
hunger is a work of art, but the world does not agree. The story raises the
question of whether art is only what is considered beautiful or whether it
can also be something that is painful or difficult to watch.

The Individual vs. Society

The story also explores the theme of the individual vs. society. The Hunger
Artist is an outsider who is not understood by the world. He tries to share
his art with the world, but they are not interested. The story shows the
difficulty of being an artist who is different from the mainstream.

The Power of Hunger

Hunger is a powerful force in the story. The Hunger Artist uses his hunger
to create art, but it also eventually kills him. The story shows the destructive
power of hunger, and it raises the question of whether it is possible to
control one's hunger.

Symbolism

The Cage

The cage is a symbol of the Hunger Artist's isolation. He is trapped in his
own hunger, and he is unable to escape. The cage also represents the
world's indifference to the Hunger Artist's art.



The Straw

The straw is a symbol of the Hunger Artist's art. It is something that is
simple and natural, but it is also something that is painful and difficult to
endure. The straw represents the Hunger Artist's struggle to create art.

"A Hunger Artist" is a complex and challenging story that explores a variety
of themes. It is a story about the meaning of art, the individual vs. society,
and the power of hunger. The story is also a powerful allegory about the
human condition.

Study Questions

What is the significance of the Hunger Artist's hunger?

How does the story explore the meaning of art?

What is the role of the crowd in the story?

How does the story symbolize the human condition?

What are your thoughts on the story?
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