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Greek tragedy has captivated audiences for centuries, its timeless themes
and enduring characters resonating across cultures and generations. In
recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in adapting ancient
Greek plays for contemporary theatre, with productions that seek to
reinterpret these classic works for modern audiences. Two notable
examples of such adaptations are Oberon Modern Plays' 2014 production
of Idomeneus and Bethany Wray's 2019 play of the same name.

This article examines these two adaptations of Idomeneus, exploring how
they reinterpret the ancient Greek tragedy for contemporary audiences.
Through an analysis of the plays' themes, characters, and staging, the
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article sheds light on the enduring relevance of classical drama and its
significance in modern theatrical practice.

Oberon Modern Plays' Idomeneus

Oberon Modern Plays' production of Idomeneus, directed by Michael
Attenborough, premiered at the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse in London in
2014. The production starred David Calder as Idomeneus, king of Crete,
and featured a cast of 12 actors.

Attenborough's adaptation of Idomeneus is a faithful rendering of the
original Greek play, with only minor changes to the plot and characters.
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However, the production's modern setting and contemporary costumes give
the play a fresh and relevant feel.

The play's themes of sacrifice, guilt, and redemption are explored in a
powerful and moving way. Calder's performance as Idomeneus is
particularly noteworthy, as he captures the character's complex emotions
and inner turmoil.

Bethany Wray's Idomeneus

Bethany Wray's play Idomeneus, premiered at the Royal Exchange Theatre
in Manchester in 2019. The play stars Lloyd Hutchinson as Idomeneus and
features a cast of 9 actors.
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Wray's adaptation of Idomeneus is a more radical reinterpretation of the
original Greek play. The play's setting is updated to a modern military
context, and the characters are given more contemporary motivations.

Wray's play explores the themes of war, trauma, and the limits of human
endurance. Hutchinson's performance as Idomeneus is particularly
powerful, as he portrays the character's descent into madness and despair.

Comparative Analysis

Oberon Modern Plays' and Bethany Wray's adaptations of Idomeneus offer
two very different interpretations of the ancient Greek tragedy.
Attenborough's production is a faithful rendering of the original play, while
Wray's play is a more radical reinterpretation.

Both productions, however, are successful in reinterpreting the play for
contemporary audiences. They explore the play's themes in a powerful and
moving way, and they offer fresh and relevant perspectives on the human
condition.

The enduring relevance of Greek tragedy is evident in the success of these
two adaptations. These plays demonstrate that the themes and characters
of ancient Greek drama are still relevant today, and that they can be
reinterpreted in a variety of ways to speak to contemporary audiences.

Idomeneus is a powerful and moving tragedy that explores the timeless
themes of sacrifice, guilt, and redemption. Oberon Modern Plays' and
Bethany Wray's adaptations of the play offer two very different
interpretations of the original Greek play, but both productions are
successful in reinterpreting the play for contemporary audiences.



These adaptations demonstrate that the themes and characters of ancient
Greek drama are still relevant today, and that they can be reinterpreted in a
variety of ways to speak to contemporary audiences. The enduring
relevance of Greek tragedy is a testament to the power of these plays to
explore the human condition and to offer insights into the complexities of
human nature.
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