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In the realm of television sitcoms, few characters have left as enduring a
mark as Mr. Perfect, the fastidious and neurotic Felix Unger from the iconic
series The Odd Couple. But behind the lovable character created by Neil
Simon lay a real-life inspiration: Delia Iaboni, the enigmatic woman who
became Felix's muse.

Delia Iaboni was born in New York City in 1924. Little is known about her
early life, but she reportedly grew up in a strict and perfectionistic
household. Her father, an Italian immigrant, was a successful businessman
with high expectations for his children. Delia's mother, a devout Catholic,
instilled in her a strong sense of morality and a desire to please others.

As Delia grew older, she became known for her intelligence and her
meticulous nature. She was a straight-A student and excelled in everything
she put her mind to. She also had a strong interest in the arts, and she
enjoyed playing the piano and painting.

In her early twenties, Delia met and married a man named Tony Iaboni.
Tony was a successful businessman, and the couple soon settled into a
comfortable life in the suburbs. However, Delia's perfectionism and her
inability to relax began to take a toll on their relationship.
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Delia was constantly cleaning and organizing, and she demanded that
everything in her home be perfect. She would often become anxious and
upset when things didn't go her way. Tony, on the other hand, was more
laid-back and easygoing. He didn't understand Delia's need for perfection,
and he often felt like he was living in a prison of her making.

As their relationship deteriorated, Delia began to seek solace in outside
relationships. She had several affairs, and she eventually left Tony for
another man. Delia's decision to leave her husband scandalized her friends
and family. In the 1950s, divorce was still considered a taboo subject, and
Delia was ostracized by her community.

After her divorce, Delia moved to New York City. She found work as a
secretary and began to rebuild her life. She also became involved in the
theatre community, and she eventually met Neil Simon. Simon was
immediately struck by Delia's intelligence and her wit. He saw in her the
perfect inspiration for the character of Felix Unger.

Mr. Perfect was a neurotic and fastidious man who was obsessed with
cleanliness and order. He was also a hopeless romantic who was always
searching for the perfect woman. Felix's character was a perfect reflection
of Delia Iaboni's own personality, and it resonated with audiences across
the country.

The Odd Couple became one of the most successful sitcoms of all time,
and it ran for 10 seasons. Jack Klugman and Tony Randall, who played
Felix and Oscar Madison, respectively, became household names. But
despite the show's success, Delia Iaboni remained a mystery to the public.



Delia never sought the limelight, and she rarely gave interviews. She
preferred to live a quiet life, and she eventually moved back to her
hometown to be near her family. Delia Iaboni died in 2012 at the age of 88.
She never married again, and she never had any children.

Delia Iaboni's legacy lives on through the character of Mr. Perfect. Felix
Unger is a reminder that even the most neurotic and perfectionistic people
can find love and acceptance. Delia's story is also a reminder that it's okay
to be different, and that it's important to embrace our own unique qualities.

Delia Iaboni was a complex and fascinating woman who inspired one of the
most iconic characters in television history. Her story is a testament to the
power of human nature, and it reminds us that even the most imperfect
people can have a profound impact on the world.
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