Our Latter-Day Hymns: A Journey Through
the Stories and Meanings of Sacred Songs

The hymns of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are a
cherished part of our religious tradition. They are sung in our worship
services, at our family gatherings, and in our personal moments of
devotion. They teach us doctrines, inspire our hearts, and bring us closer to
God.
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But have you ever wondered about the stories behind these hymns? Who
wrote them? What inspired them? What do the lyrics mean?

In this article, we will take a journey through the history and meanings of
our Latter-day hymns. We will learn about the people who wrote them, the
events that inspired them, and the profound truths they teach.

The Early Hymns

The first hymns of the Latter-day Saint movement were written by the
Prophet Joseph Smith and his associates. These hymns were simple and
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heartfelt, and they expressed the faith and hope of the early Saints.

One of the most famous of these early hymns is "The Spirit of God." This
hymn was written by Joseph Smith in 1830, during a time of great
persecution for the Church. The lyrics of the hymn express the Saints'
confidence in the power of God's Spirit to sustain them through their trials.

Another early hymn that is still sung today is "We Thank Thee, O God, for a
Prophet." This hymn was written by W.W. Phelps in 1836, after the Saints
had been driven from their homes in Missouri. The lyrics of the hymn
express the Saints' gratitude for the Prophet Joseph Smith and for the
blessings of the gospel.

The Influence of Hymns

The hymns of the Latter-day Saints have had a profound influence on the
lives of Latter-day Saints. They have taught us doctrines, inspired our
hearts, and brought us closer to God.

The hymns have also helped to shape the culture of the Latter-day Saints.
They have given us a common language and a shared sense of identity.

The hymns of the Latter-day Saints are a precious gift from God. They are
a source of strength, comfort, and inspiration for all who sing them.

The Stories of the Hymns

Behind each hymn is a story. A story of faith, hope, love, and sacrifice. In
this section, we will share some of the stories behind the most beloved
hymns of the Latter-day Saints.



"I Know That My Redeemer Lives"

This hymn was written by Eliza R. Snow in 1843, after the death of her
husband, Willard Richards. The lyrics of the hymn express her faith in the
resurrection and the hope of eternal life.

"Abide with Me!"

This hymn was written by Henry Francis Lyte in 1847, during a time of great
illness. The lyrics of the hymn express his plea for God's presence and
comfort during his time of need.

"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"

This hymn was written by Robert Robinson in 1758. The lyrics of the hymn
express his gratitude for God's blessings and his desire to serve God with
all his heart.

"The Spirit of God"

This hymn was written by Joseph Smith in 1830. The lyrics of the hymn
express the Saints' confidence in the power of God's Spirit to sustain them
through their trials.

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet"

This hymn was written by W.W. Phelps in 1836. The lyrics of the hymn
express the Saints' gratitude for the Prophet Joseph Smith and for the
blessings of the gospel.

The Meanings of the Hymns



The hymns of the Latter-day Saints are rich in meaning. They teach us
doctrines, inspire our hearts, and bring us closer to God.

In this section, we will explore some of the meanings of the most beloved
hymns of the Latter-day Saints.

"I Know That My Redeemer Lives"

This hymn teaches us about the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the hope
of eternal life. The lyrics of the hymn express our faith that we will be
reunited with our loved ones in the next life.

"Abide with Me!"

This hymn teaches us about the power of God's presence in our lives. The
lyrics of the hymn express our plea for God's help and comfort during our
times of need.

"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"

This hymn teaches us about the importance of gratitude in our lives. The
lyrics of the hymn express our thanks to God for His many blessings.
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