
The Break-Up of Britain: Tom Nairn's Analysis
of British Nationalism and the Scottish
Independence Movement
In his seminal work, The Break-Up of Britain, Tom Nairn offers a powerful
analysis of the rise of British nationalism and the growing movement for
Scottish independence. Drawing on a wide range of historical, sociological,
and political sources, Nairn argues that the break-up of Britain is a direct
result of the failure of the British state to deliver on its promises of equality
and social justice. In this essay, I will provide a comprehensive overview of
Nairn's argument, and explore its implications for the future of British
politics and the broader question of national identity in the contemporary
world.
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At the heart of Nairn's analysis is the concept of 'break-up'. For Nairn,
break-up is not simply a matter of political separation. Rather, it is a
profound process of social and cultural transformation that involves the
dissolution of existing identities and the creation of new ones. In the case of
Britain, Nairn argues that the break-up is a response to the failure of the
British state to deliver on its promises of equality and social justice. This
failure has led to a growing sense of alienation and resentment among the
Scottish people, who feel that they have been marginalized and ignored by
the British government.

The Betrayal of the Scottish People

Nairn argues that the Scottish people have been betrayed by the British
state in two main ways. First, they have been betrayed economically.
Scotland has a long history of economic inequality, with the Highlands and
Islands being particularly disadvantaged. This inequality has been
exacerbated by the UK government's policies of austerity, which have
disproportionately impacted Scotland. Second, the Scottish people have
been betrayed culturally. Nairn argues that the British state has
systematically marginalized Scottish culture and identity. This has led to a
growing sense of cultural alienation among the Scottish people.

The Rise of Scottish Nationalism

The sense of betrayal among the Scottish people has led to the rise of
Scottish nationalism. Scottish nationalism is a complex phenomenon, but at
its core is a desire for greater autonomy and control over Scotland's affairs.
This desire has been fueled by the perception that the British state has
failed to meet the needs of the Scottish people. The Scottish National Party
(SNP),which is the main pro-independence party in Scotland, has



capitalized on this sense of betrayal, and has successfully campaigned for
a referendum on Scottish independence.

The Implications of Break-Up

Nairn argues that the break-up of Britain would have profound implications
for the future of British politics and the broader question of national identity
in the contemporary world. First, it would mark the end of the United
Kingdom, which has been a political entity for over 300 years. This would
be a significant event, and would have a major impact on the global
balance of power. Second, the break-up of Britain would raise important
questions about the nature of national identity. In a world where national
identities are increasingly fluid and contested, the break-up of Britain would
be a reminder that nations are not fixed and immutable entities.

Tom Nairn's The Break-Up of Britain is a powerful and insightful analysis of
the rise of British nationalism and the growing movement for Scottish
independence. Nairn argues that the break-up of Britain is a direct result of
the failure of the British state to deliver on its promises of equality and
social justice. This failure has led to a growing sense of alienation and
resentment among the Scottish people, who feel that they have been
marginalized and ignored by the British government. The break-up of
Britain would have profound implications for the future of British politics and
the broader question of national identity in the contemporary world.
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