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In the annals of American history, the name Charles Thomson stands tall
as an unsung hero, a figure whose quiet yet profound contributions to the
founding of the United States of America shaped the course of a nascent
nation. As the Secretary of the Continental Congress from its inception in
1774 until its dissolution in 1789, Thomson's masterful penmanship and
unwavering dedication to the cause of American independence played a
pivotal role in crafting the legal and constitutional framework of the new
republic.
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Early Life and Education

Charles Thomson was born on November 29, 1729, in Maghera, County
Londonderry, Ireland. His parents, John and Mary Thomson, were devout
Presbyterians who instilled in their son a deep love of learning and a strong
moral compass. At the age of fifteen, Thomson embarked on a journey to
America, arriving in Philadelphia in 1745. He continued his education at the
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Academy of Philadelphia, where he excelled in classical studies,

philosophy, and mathematics.
Political Activism and the Stamp Act Crisis

Thomson's involvement in politics began in the early 1760s, when he
became an outspoken critic of British colonial policies. In 1765, he emerged
as a leading voice against the Stamp Act, a tax imposed on printed
materials by the British Parliament. Thomson's passionate speeches and
incisive writings mobilized public opinion and laid the groundwork for
organized resistance.

Secretary of the Continental Congress

In September 1774, Thomson was unanimously elected to serve as the
Secretary of the Continental Congress, a body convened to address
growing tensions with Great Britain. As the Congress's chief administrative
officer, Thomson was responsible for recording the proceedings, drafting
resolutions, and maintaining correspondence with foreign governments. His
elegant penmanship, attention to detail, and loyalty to the cause of
American independence earned him the respect of both his colleagues and
foreign dignitaries.



The Signing of the Declaration of Independence, with Charles Thomson standing at
the far right

Architect of the Declaration of Independence

Thomson's profound influence extended far beyond his administrative
duties. He played a pivotal role in drafting the Declaration of Independence,
a document that eloquently articulated the grievances of the American
colonies and declared their separation from British rule. As the Congress
debated the language and wording of the Declaration, Thomson's expertise
in language and his unwavering belief in the principles of liberty and self-
government shaped the final text.

Articles of Confederation and the Road to Independence
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Following the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, Thomson
continued to serve as the Secretary of the Continental Congress during the
arduous years of the American Revolutionary War. He was instrumental in
drafting the Articles of Confederation, the first constitution of the United
States, which established a loose confederation of independent states.
Thomson's clear and concise writing style ensured that this vital document

provided a solid foundation for the new nation.
Later Life and Legacy

After the war, Thomson retired from public life and devoted himself to his
studies and his family. He amassed a vast collection of books and
manuscripts, and his home in Harriton, Pennsylvania, became a gathering
place for intellectuals and scholars. Charles Thomson passed away on
August 16, 1824, at the age of 94. He was buried at Saint David's Church
in Radnor, Pennsylvania.

Thomson's legacy as a patriot, statesman, and founding father remains
firmly entrenched in American history. His contributions to the drafting of
the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confederation were
instrumental in shaping the course of the American Revolution and the
establishment of the United States of America. His unwavering dedication
to the cause of liberty and his meticulous penmanship left an indelible mark
on the nation's founding documents.

Charles Thomson's life and legacy embody the spirit of the American
Revolution. As the "Secretary of the Continental Congress," he played a
pivotal role in crafting the legal and constitutional framework of the new
nation, ensuring that its founding principles of liberty, equality, and self-
government would endure for generations to come. His unwavering
dedication to the cause of American independence, his masterful



penmanship, and his profound understanding of the principles of
democracy have earned him a place of honor among the Founding Fathers

of the United States of America.
Timeline of Charles Thomson's Life and Achievements

= 1729: Born in Maghera, County Londonderry, Ireland.

= 1745: Arrives in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

= 1765: Becomes a leading voice against the Stamp Act.

= 1774: Elected Secretary of the Continental Congress.

= 1776: Plays a key role in drafting the Declaration of Independence.

= 1781-1789: Serves as Secretary of the Continental Congress during
the American Revolutionary War.

= 1789: Retires from public life.

1824: Dies in Harriton, Pennsylvania.

Further Reading
= Charles Thomson on History.com
= Charles Thomson in the Mount Vernon Digital Encyclopedia
= Charles Thomson at the National Archives
= Charles Thomson in Encyclopedia.com
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