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Released in 2020, The First Of Men is a Western film like no other. Directed
by Jeymes Samuel, the film boasts a star-studded cast that includes
Jonathan Majors, Idris Elba, Regina King, and Delroy Lindo. Set in the
post-Civil War era, The First Of Men follows the story of Nat Love
(Majors),a former slave who becomes a legendary bounty hunter. As Nat
seeks revenge for the murder of his parents, he encounters a group of
ruthless outlaws led by Rufus Buck (Elba). The film explores the
complexities of masculinity, race, and violence in the American West.

Themes

The First Of Men is a deeply thematic film that examines a wide range of
issues. One of the most central themes is masculinity. The film challenges
traditional notions of masculinity, presenting a more complex and nuanced
view of what it means to be a man. Nat Love is a strong and capable
individual, but he is also sensitive and compassionate. He is not afraid to
show his emotions or to seek help from others. This portrayal of masculinity
is a refreshing departure from the often one-dimensional characters that
populate Western films.

Another important theme in The First Of Men is race. The film is set in the
post-Civil War era, a time when racial tensions were high in the United
States. Nat Love is a black man who must navigate a world that is often
hostile to him. He faces discrimination and prejudice from both whites and
blacks. However, Nat never gives up on his dreams. He fights for what he
believes in, and he refuses to let anyone stand in his way. The First Of Men
is a powerful reminder of the challenges that black people have faced
throughout history. It is also an inspiring story of resilience and
perseverance.



Finally, The First Of Men is a film about violence. The film does not shy
away from the brutality of the American West. There are scenes of violence
that are both shocking and disturbing. However, the film does not glorify
violence. Instead, it uses violence to show the devastating impact it has on
individuals and communities. The First Of Men is a powerful indictment of
violence, and it is a reminder of the importance of peace.

Characters

The First Of Men features a cast of memorable characters. Jonathan
Majors gives a standout performance as Nat Love. Majors brings a quiet
strength and determination to the role. He makes Nat a sympathetic
character, even though he is a ruthless bounty hunter. Idris Elba is equally
good as Rufus Buck. Elba brings a charismatic menace to the role. He
makes Buck a truly terrifying villain.

The supporting cast is also excellent. Regina King gives a heartfelt
performance as Mary Fields, a former slave who becomes a close friend to
Nat. Delroy Lindo is also good as Bass Reeves, a legendary lawman who
helps Nat in his quest for revenge. The chemistry between the cast
members is palpable, and it helps to elevate the film.

Cinematic Techniques

The First Of Men is a visually stunning film. Director Jeymes Samuel uses
a variety of cinematic techniques to create a unique and immersive
experience for the viewer. The film is shot in a 2.35:1 aspect ratio, which
gives it a wide-screen feel. This aspect ratio helps to create a sense of
space and grandeur. Samuel also uses a lot of natural light in the film. This
gives the film a realistic and authentic look.



The editing in The First Of Men is also noteworthy. The film is paced very
well, and Samuel does a great job of building tension. The film also
features some innovative use of sound design. The use of music is
particularly effective, and it helps to create a sense of atmosphere and
emotion.

The First Of Men is a groundbreaking Western that explores the
complexities of masculinity, race, and violence. The film features a star-
studded cast, stunning cinematography, and innovative use of cinematic
techniques. The First Of Men is a must-see for fans of Westerns and
anyone interested in thought-provoking cinema.
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