
The Roma Sub Rosa: A Novel of Ancient
Rome
The Roma Sub Rosa is a historical novel by Steven Saylor that follows the
story of a young woman named Gordianus the Finder who discovers a
secret society within the ancient Roman Empire. The novel is set in the
year 80 AD, and it follows Gordianus as she investigates the mysterious
death of her father. Along the way, she uncovers a plot to overthrow the
emperor and plunges herself into a world of danger and intrigue.

The Roma Sub Rosa is a well-written and engaging novel that provides a
fascinating glimpse into the lives of the ancient Romans. Saylor's research
is impeccable, and he brings the ancient world to life with his vivid
descriptions and attention to detail. The characters are well-developed and
believable, and the plot is full of suspense and intrigue. Readers who enjoy
historical fiction will find The Roma Sub Rosa to be a satisfying and
rewarding read.
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Plot

The novel begins with Gordianus the Finder investigating the mysterious
death of her father. She soon discovers that her father was a member of a
secret society known as the Roma Sub Rosa. The Roma Sub Rosa is a
group of powerful and influential individuals who are dedicated to protecting
the Roman Republic. Gordianus is determined to find out who killed her
father and why, and she soon finds herself drawn into a web of intrigue and
danger.

As Gordianus investigates her father's death, she uncovers a plot to
overthrow the emperor. The plot is led by a powerful senator named
Cassius Dio, who is determined to restore the Roman Republic to its former
glory. Gordianus must race against time to stop Cassius Dio and his co-
conspirators before they can succeed.

Characters

The Roma Sub Rosa features a cast of well-developed and believable
characters. Gordianus the Finder is a strong and independent woman who
is determined to find out the truth about her father's death. She is
intelligent, resourceful, and brave, and she is not afraid to take risks.

Other characters in the novel include:

Titus Vespasianus, the emperor of Rome. He is a wise and just ruler, but he
is also aging and infirm. Gordianus admires Titus and is determined to
protect him from his enemies. Cossus Umbrinus, a member of the Roma
Sub Rosa. He is a loyal friend to Gordianus and helps her to investigate her
father's death. Messalla Vetus, a senator who is a member of Cassius Dio's



conspiracy. He is a ruthless and ambitious man who is willing to do
anything to achieve his goals.

Themes

The Roma Sub Rosa explores a number of themes, including:

The importance of family and friendship. Gordianus is driven by her
love for her father and her friends, and she is willing to risk her life to
protect them.

The dangers of power. Cassius Dio is a powerful man, but he is also
ruthless and ambitious. He is willing to use any means necessary to
achieve his goals, even if it means harming others.

The importance of justice. Gordianus is determined to find out the truth
about her father's death and bring his killers to justice.

The Roma Sub Rosa is a well-written and engaging novel that provides a
fascinating glimpse into the lives of the ancient Romans. Saylor's research
is impeccable, and he brings the ancient world to life with his vivid
descriptions and attention to detail. The characters are well-developed and
believable, and the plot is full of suspense and intrigue. Readers who enjoy
historical fiction will find The Roma Sub Rosa to be a satisfying and
rewarding read.
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