Trolling With The Fisher King: Reimagining
The Wound

Trolling, a ubiquitous phenomenon in the digital age, has become a source

of both fascination and concern. Defined as the deliberate provocation or
disruption of online discourse, trolling often manifests as personal attacks,
inflammatory comments, and the dissemination of misinformation. While it
is tempting to dismiss trolling as merely mischievous or malicious, its
broader implications warrant closer examination. One such implication lies
in its potential to reconfigure the concept of the wound and its associated
cultural narratives.
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The Wound as Metaphor

Throughout history, the wound has served as a powerful metaphor for both
physical and psychological injury. From the ancient Greek myth of
Prometheus, who was punished for bringing fire to humanity by having his
liver perpetually pecked at by an eagle, to the biblical story of Job, who
endured countless afflictions, the wound has symbolized suffering, loss,
and the fragility of human existence.

In contemporary society, the wound also finds expression in the realm of
mental health. Trauma, a profound and often debilitating response to
adversity, can manifest as a psychic wound that disrupts an individual's
sense of self and well-being. The symptoms of trauma can include intrusive
thoughts, flashbacks, nightmares, hypervigilance, and avoidance
behaviors.
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Trolling as a Symbolic Wound

In the context of online interactions, trolling can be understood as a
symbolic wounding of the psyche. By targeting individuals with malicious
and often anonymous attacks, trolls inflict emotional pain and distress. This
pain can be exacerbated by the fact that online spaces often provide a
sense of anonymity and distance, allowing trolls to act without fear of direct
retribution.

Moreover, trolling can also create a sense of shame and isolation. Victims
of trolling may feel embarrassed or humiliated by the attacks, leading them
to withdraw from online communities and social interactions. In this way,
trolling can perpetuate a cycle of suffering, further isolating and
traumatizing its targets.

Reimagining the Wound: Resistance and Resilience

While trolling can inflict significant harm, it also presents an opportunity to
reimagine the concept of the wound. Traditional narratives of wounding
often emphasize passivity and victimhood, depicting the wounded as
helpless and in need of rescue. However, by challenging these narratives,
trolling can empower individuals to resist and overcome their wounds.

One way in which trolling can foster resilience is by exposing the fragility of
online identities. In a world where digital personas can be easily created
and manipulated, trolling serves as a reminder that even the most
seemingly innocuous online interactions can have real-world
consequences. By recognizing the vulnerability of our online selves, we can
become more mindful of our interactions and less susceptible to the
provocations of trolls.



Furthermore, trolling can also promote solidarity among its victims. By
sharing their experiences and supporting one another, individuals who have
been targeted by trolls can create a sense of community and belonging.
This sense of solidarity can help to reduce the shame and isolation
associated with trolling and empower victims to reclaim their voices and
identities.

Trolling, a pervasive aspect of online culture, has significant implications for
our understanding of the wound and its associated narratives. By inflicting
symbolic wounds on its targets, trolling can cause emotional pain and
distress. However, by challenging traditional notions of victimhood and
passivity, trolling can also foster resilience and resistance. Through shared
experience and solidarity, victims of trolling can reassert their agency and
reclaim their identities. Ultimately, trolling can serve as an impetus for
transformative healing, reminding us of the fragility of our online personas
and empowering us to navigate the challenges of the digital age with
greater awareness and compassion.
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