
Very Short Introductions: A Comprehensive
Guide to Oxford University Press's Acclaimed
Series
Very Short s (VSIs) is a series of books published by Oxford University
Press (OUP) that provide concise and accessible s to a wide range of
academic subjects. Each VSI is written by a leading expert in the field and
is designed to be read in a single sitting. VSIs are known for their clear and
engaging writing style, as well as their affordable price point.

The VSI series was founded in 1995 with the publication of The History of
the World in 100 Objects by Neil MacGregor. Since then, over 600 VSIs
have been published, covering topics as diverse as philosophy, economics,
religion, history, science, and art.
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VSIs have been praised by critics for their ability to make complex topics
accessible to a general audience. The series has also been commercially
successful, with over 10 million copies of VSIs sold worldwide.

Format and Style

VSIs are typically around 100 pages long and are written in a clear and
concise style. Authors are encouraged to avoid jargon and technical terms,
and to use analogies and examples to illustrate their points.

Each VSI is divided into three main sections:

1. : This section provides an overview of the topic and introduces the key
concepts.

2. Body: This section explores the topic in more detail, providing
evidence and examples to support the author's arguments.

3. : This section summarizes the main points of the book and discusses
the implications of the topic for the wider world.

VSIs also include a number of features that make them easy to read and
understand, such as:

Bulleted lists: Bulleted lists are used to summarize key points and to
make the text more readable.

Sidebars: Sidebars provide additional information on related topics, or
offer different perspectives on the topic.

Glossary: VSIs include a glossary of key terms, which can be useful
for readers who are unfamiliar with the topic.



Topics

VSIs cover a wide range of academic subjects, including:

Philosophy

Economics

Religion

History

Science

Art

Music

Literature

New VSIs are published on a regular basis, so there is always something
new to learn. You can browse the full list of VSIs on the OUP website.

Authors

VSIs are written by leading experts in their respective fields. Authors are
chosen for their ability to write clearly and engagingly about complex topics.
Some of the most notable VSI authors include:

Neil MacGregor: Historian and former director of the British Museum

Stephen Hawking: Theoretical physicist

Doris Lessing: Nobel Prize-winning novelist

A.C. Grayling: Philosopher



Michael Sandel: Political philosopher

Benefits of Reading VSIs

There are many benefits to reading VSIs, including:

They provide a concise and accessible to a wide range of
academic subjects.

They are written by leading experts in their respective fields.

They are written in a clear and engaging style.

They are affordable and easy to find.

Whether you are a student looking to learn more about a particular subject,
or a general reader interested in expanding your knowledge, VSIs are a
great resource.

Very Short s are a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn more
about a wide range of academic subjects. They are written by leading
experts, in a clear and engaging style, and are affordable and easy to find.
If you are looking for a concise and accessible to a particular topic, I highly
recommend checking out the VSI series.
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